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Chair: Ant Mann - ant@finboroughparishcouncil.org.uk
Clerk: Jennie Blackburn - clerk@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk

Footpath Warden: Richard Burton - greatfinboroughfootpaths@gmail.com
District Councillor: John Matthissen - councillor@matthissen.net

Tel: 01449 258894
County Councillor: Penny Otton - penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk

Tel: 07545 423847

Pettiward Hall
Lettings/Keyholder: Cathy Morgan 
pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com

St Andrews Church
Rector: Rev Sarah Jenkins - revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com

Combs Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, IP14 2AY | Tel: 01449 676065
Associate Priest: Rev Canon Pauline Higham | Tel: 01449 771791

Church Warden: Nigel Brown 01449 675344

Allotments Association - Mary Smyth Tel: 01449 672533

Great Finborough & District Gardening Club
Cath Walker - cathwalker85@gmail.com

Tel: 07843 191101

Primary School: www.finboroughprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Stephen Dodd - admin@greatfinborough.suffolk.sch.uk

Tel: 01449 613208

Gt Finborough & Buxhall Under 5’s Pre-School
Delia Prior - Tel: 07513 140072

Chestnut Horse Pub - Roly & Mandy 01449 553889

Candlestick Club: Keith Proctor Tel: 01449 736598
Buxhall Woman’s Institute: Judith Hickman - judithhickman12@gmail.com

Police (Stowmarket SNT): Tel: 101 - stowmarket.snt@pnn.police.uk
Stowmarket High School - Tel: 01449 613541

Stowmarket Health Centre - Tel: 01449 776000
Combs Ford Surgery - Tel: 01449 678333

Bildeston Surgery - Tel: 01449 740254
Stowmarket Library - Tel: 01449 613143

Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre - Tel: 01449 674980

Great in Finborough Together - GiFT
Tel: 07522 171190
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15th Nov	 Village Maintenance			   Football Pitch
10am - 12pm	 Page 30				    Car Park

15th Nov	 Veteran’s Lunch			   Pettiward Hall
12.30

6th Dec	 Xmas Shopping & Santa		  Pettiward Hall
10-12.30

6th Dec	 Christmas Fair				   Finborough 
2 - 4pm						      Court

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE - every 4th Friday 2:50 - 3:10pm
Middlefield Drive (opposite playground)

*Note new times for 2025

MOBILE POST OFFICE - every Thursday 1.30 - 2.30pm
Middlefield Drive Car Park

FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
10th Nov 7.30pm, Pettiward Hall
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The ‘Village Newsletter’is published by Great Finborough Parish 
Council and printed locally. Views and opinions 

expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily accepted as 
being those of Great Finborough Parish Council. The ‘Newsletter’ 

accepts all articles, notices and advertisements in good faith. 
We cannot be responsible for the content of any submissions, 

nor liable for the quality of goods and services offered. 
A full copy of our Policy is available on our web site.
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To contact the editor (Ant Mann) submit articles, 
letters or advertising, 

email: 
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com

  
The Combs and Finborough Benefice 

Buxhall, Combs, Gt and Lt Finborough, Harleston, Onehouse and Shelland 

Services in November 2025 
Rector: The Rev’d Sarah Jenkins, The Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, Stowmarket IP14 2AY   01449 676065 
Associate Priest: The Rev’d Canon Pauline Higham, The Rectory, Woodland Close, Onehouse IP14 3HL  01449 771791 

Sunday Services 
Please contact the Rev Sarah Jenkins at revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com  for details of how to join our Zoom services 

2nd November: 4th Sunday before Advent, All Saints Day  
9.00 am Holy Communion  Little Finborough 
9.30 am  Morning Worship  Harleston 
9.30 am Spiritual Communion  Zoom Service 
11.00 am  All Age Worship   Combs 
6.00 pm All Souls’ Service   Great Finborough 

9th November: 3rd Sunday before Advent, Remembrance Sunday 
9.30 am Holy Communion   Shelland 
10.50 am Remembrance Service  Buxhall 
10.50 am Remembrance Service  Great Finborough 
10.50 am Remembrance Service  Combs 
10.50am Remembrance Service  Onehouse 
3.00 pm Act of Remembrance  Little Finborough 

11th November: Remembrance Day 
10.50 am Remembrance Service  Harleston Green 

16th November: 2nd Sunday before Advent, Safeguarding Sunday 
9.30 am Holy Communion   Harleston 
11.00 am  Family Communion  Combs 
3.00 pm Evensong   Little Finborough 
6.00 pm Compline   Zoom Service 

23rd November: Sunday next before Advent, Christ the King 

9.30 am  Morning Worship  Shelland 
9.30 am Holy Communion   Buxhall 
11.00 am Holy Communion   Onehouse 
11.00 am Patronal Holy Communion  Great Finborough 

30th November:Advent Sunday 
10.00 am Benefice Holy Communion  Buxhall 
 with Guest Preacher 

Weekday Services 
9.30 am on Wednesday Holy Communion  Trinity Hall, Onehouse 
10.00 am on Saturday Morning Prayer  Zoom Meeting 
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Welcome to the November Newsletter:

Earlier in October, a team of volunteers helped give the church and 
churchyard its annual clean up. This is on top of the excellent work 
already undertaken on a regular basis, to make our church truly stand 
out with grounds offering a peaceful, reflective space. 

Many tasks were completed, including high level cleaning, grass cutting 
and edging and taking control of the holly tree!

The road to Buxhall was temporarily closed 
recently after a tree came down in the high 
winds. If you see something like this, a pothole 
or any footpath or highway issue, please use 
the link on the Parish Council website which 
will take you to the SCC reporting site:
www.greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk/parish-council

I am pleased to report that following October’s parish meeting, we 
have now ordered 2 new SID’s (speed indicator devices). When erected, 
these will help with the ongoing issue of speeding through the village. 
They are solar powered and we can extract speed data from them to 
pass onto the police, if required. The SIDs were 
jointly funded by our CIL budget and grants 
from Penny Otten, at Suffolk County Council, 
and John Matthissen, from Mid-Suffolk Council. 
There is also a team of volunteers who run 
regular Speed-watches in the village. If you 
would like to get involved, please get in touch.
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              St Andrews Church Autumn Supper  
               at Pettiward Hall  29th Novenber 6.30 for 7pm. 

                     £23/person to include 3 course menus.   

                    Raffle tickets on sale during the evening. 

       ……………………………………………………………. 

Starters 

Game terrine with green salad & sourdough toast 

Salmon mousse with green salad & brown bread 

                                Broccoli & stilton soup & roll 

Mains 

Venison casserole, dauphinoise potatoes & Veg. 

Coq au vin, dauphinoise potatoes & Veg 

                      Mushroom stroganoff, dauphinoise potatoes & Veg 

Desserts 

Lemon & passion fruit cheesecake  

Chocolate brownies & ice cream 

Fruit salad 

Cheese board 

…………………………………………………………………….. 

Tickets available from Peter Turner p.turner125@btinternet.com 

Please give your menu selections with your bookings 

Payments can be made via BACS to St Andrews Church Great 
Finborough, TSB Bank, sort code 30-98-23 account no. 24197060. 

Or by cheque to St Andrews Church Great Finborough. 
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Why do solar 
panels never 
get tired?
...because they are 
always recharging!

Call us on 0207 247 3650
info@mygreenenergy.co.uk

SOLAR PANELS › BATTERY STORAGE ›
CAR CHARGING POINTS

For an EXTRA 10% off your solar project
call now and quote code: GET10

A reminder that on the 15th November we have our village 
maintenance morning. For this one we are focussing on the area 
around the football pitch. 

If you can help, please bring sturdy gloves and pruners as most of the 
work is cutting back hedges.

And finally, huge congratulations from all your friends in Great 
Finborough, to Bex and David Mason who married on the 
16th October.

Ant Mann
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com

The Beacon Club

We are still looking for new members of the Beacon Club, members 
donate £100 a year to support the steeple lighting & Church. We hold 
an Autumn Equinox supper in the Church by way of a small thank you. 
If you are interested in joining, please get in touch: 
p.turner125@btinternet.com or 07789727974

Peter

The Beacon Club was set up nearly 3 years 
ago for two reasons, firstly to have the 
money to have the iconic steeple of 
St Andrews Church illuminated every 
night of the year at lighting-up time until 
23.00hrs. Secondly, to support the running 
of the Church which costs £20,000/year 
to keep the doors open. The Church has 2 
services a month but is usually open 5 days 
a week for moments of quiet reflection
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Traditional Oak Carpentry
Conservation and Construction

Carpentry Repairs
New Oak Homes

and Extensions
Garden Structures
Condition Reports
3D Design Service

www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk   01449 768817



316

Great Finborough & District Garden Club

Autumn is putting on a spectacular display at the moment which will 
soon change to fallen leaves everywhere and plenty of tidying up will 
be needed in our gardens. Let’s hope the weather stays on the 
warmer side so we can get outside and get everything ready before 
winter approaches.  

On Thursday 9 October we started our new programme of events with 
a talk from Neville Stein who presented Strange Vegetables: 
Gardening’s Greatest Oddities - A Tour of Truly Strange Veg. Neville’s 
talk was about far more than oddly shaped vegetables (although he did 
start with a few pictures to highlight that funny looking vegetables are 
fine to eat).

Neville gave us some insights into unusual items such as the fact that 
Japanese Knotweed is edible and can be made into humous or a 
Knotweed and Strawberry pie. There are many plants that grow wild 
like dandelions wild garlic and sea cabbage that can be eaten and there 
are some unusual vegetables that have been created by breeding. 
Brusselberg sprouts which are created by crossing red cabbage with 
Brussel sprouts to give a sweeter milder taste than standard sprouts as 
well as a vivid purple colour. Also Solanum which is known as the egg 
and chips plant as it consists of an aubergine grafted on a potato plant. 
Vegetable breeding aims to provide varieties that give an increased 
yield but can also withstand changes to growing conditions. 

Neville’s talk was very engaging, and several of our members 
admitted to having tasted some of the more exotic vegetables 
mentioned. Although there was a general consensus that the dried 
form of Cassava i.e. tapioca, brought back too many memories of 
school dinners! 

On Sunday 12 October our car share trip to Porters Lodge Garden & 
tearoom took place. Porters Lodge is a working garden and tearoom 
on the outskirts of the village of Cavenham. The gardens were created 
by Craig Wyncoll & Lionel Stirgess when they moved to Porters Lodge 
37 years ago. It features three acres of gardens with unique features, 
woodland walks, and of course delicious cakes. A wonderful outing was 
enjoyed by all who attended. 
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Our next meeting will be on Thursday November 13, at 7.30pm  and 
will be a talk from Chris Wiley the owner of the Sustainable Plant Store 
and the co-ordinator of Bury in Bloom. Chris will be talking about 
Sustainability in Gardening.

A reminder that subscriptions were due in September. These are £20.00 
per household and £5.00 for guests. 

Finally, if you are interested in joining the garden club or would like to 
join us for any event you will be very welcome.

For further information contact: Cath Walker on 07843191101 or 
cathwalker85@gmail.com

Village Maintenance Morning
Saturday 15th Nov 10am - 12

(Meet at Football Pitch Car Park)

There are several ‘cutting back of vegetation’ 
projects around the village so please bring 
any tools to help, as well as gloves and 

sturdy footwear

Great Finborough Web Site: greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk

Our web site holds a wealth of information about village life. 
If you see something that needs updating or amending,
please email clerk@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk
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Letter from the Rector

As we enter November the church begins a season of remembering, 
we celebrate All Saints and All Souls; when we remember those who 
have died amongst our own families, friends and in our community. 
We all have our own memories and remember in different ways; it 
can be a difficult time or many as they remember those they have 
loved and lost. This year we will be having our All Souls Service on 
Sunday 2nd November, 6pm at St Andrew’s church, Great Finborough. 
Everyone is very welcome at that; it is a gentle service when we focus 
on remembering and giving thanks for those who have died. 

November also brings Remembrance Sunday, this year Sunday 9th 
November, where we remember those who have given their lives in the 
World Wars and all the subsequent conflicts for our freedom and for 
peace in the world.  We will be holding a number of services across the 
benefice on Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day itself:

9th Nov:	 Remembrance Sunday
9.30 am	 Holy Communion		  Shelland
10.50 am	 Remembrance Service		 Buxhall
10.50 am	 Remembrance Service		 Great Finborough
10.50 am	 Remembrance Service		 Combs
10.50am	 Remembrance Service		 Onehouse
3.00 pm	 Act of Remembrance		  Little Finborough

11th Nov:	 Armistice Day
10.50 am	 Remembrance Service		 Harleston Green

As we approach the changes and challenges of everyday life, let us 
remember that we do so together as a church and a community, as 
friends and neighbours. May we also give thanks to God that we do 
not approach them in our own strength, but in knowing that the ever 
present and loving God is there beside us and walking with us as we 
journey together, and as we face the changes and challenges given 
to us.

With blessings, 
Revd Sarah
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FFD Running Club
 

If you are keen to start running, get fit, run in a group or 
socialise then join us every Thursday at 6.45pm.

No need to book, simply meet on the village green 
opposite the pub.

If you would like any more details, please get in touch.

Everyone welcome.

Ant Mann 07968 154171 

Great Finborough 

Veteran’s Lunch – Saturday 15th November 

 
Armed Forces veterans and serving members of the military and 

partners are warmly invited to attend.  

If you are interested, or have any questions, please contact 
leemorgan32@gmail.com 

Pettiward Hall - Starting at 12:30 
 

 

 

GiFT
Your village good neighbour scheme is available if you or yours need 
a lift to your flu/COVID vaccination appointment - as well as for any 
other appointments you cannot manage by yourself. If you need help 
in relation to carrying on driving please do ask.

This month we’ve been pleased to help someone clear a downstairs 
room for a bed, with the aim of enabling them to stay at home. They 
gave us a positive testimonial, we are pleased to share: “ thanks to all 
3 of you for your help today. What you did was absolutely marvellous 
and we are both very grateful”.

Have you thought about ‘future proofing’ your home before you - or 
even visiting family members - need single level and/or step free living? 
Have you thought what you can do in case you or someone in your 
household couldn’t manage in the existing bathroom? We can help 
with advice, information about what help you may be entitled to, and 
with practical help to arrange your domestic facilities if you have a 
temporary or permanent need for change.

Are you sure you are receiving the right state benefits and/or do you 
need help with an application form? How you fill it in can make all the 
difference to your eligibility. We can help.

GiFT Steering Team
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www.catjonesreflexology.co.uk

cat@catjonesreflexology.co.uk

07538 091789

Cat Jones MAR
Reflexology Practitioner 

in Great Finborough

“Whether facing physical or 
mental health challenges, 

chronic conditions, 
or simply needing calm, 

reflexology can help 
restore balance.”

Family
Friendly
Market

Every 3rd Saturday of the month

Free family activities, food
vendors, seating & traditional

market 

Activities AMStowmarket Market Place   |

Saturday 20  September - Circus Skills Workshopsth

Saturday 18  October - Free balloon modelling th

Saturday 15  November - Craft workshopth

Saturday 20  December - Christmas Decoration makingth

Family
Friendly
Market

Every 3rd Saturday of the month

Free family activities, food
vendors, seating & traditional

market 

Activities AMStowmarket Market Place   |

Saturday 20  September - Circus Skills Workshopsth

Saturday 18  October - Free balloon modelling th

Saturday 15  November - Craft workshopth

Saturday 20  December - Christmas Decoration makingth

If you spot something in the village in need of attention, 
please get in touch. It could be overgrown footpaths, missing or 

hidden signs, broken or damaged play equipment in the playpark.

Contact the Parish Council: 
clerk@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk

  
Buxhall and Great Finborough 

 ‘Candlestick Club’  
 

The Candlestick Club is hosting a Bingo, Raffle and Buffet on  
Thursday 6 November 2025 at Buxhall Village Hall 

 
Join us between 2.00pm and 4.00pm  

 
A chance to meet up with friends, make new friends locally,  

and win prizes – refreshments provided.  
 

Members FREE 
Non-members £2.00 entry 

 
Everybody welcome! 
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Mid Suffolk Recycling Improvements

In case you had not seen the news, we wanted to make you aware that 
MSDC have launched six new electrical recycling bins in the district.

They are located at:

	 Iliffe Way car park, Stowmarket

	 Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre, Stowmarket

	 Elmswell train station
	
	 New Green Community Centre, Thurston

	 Station Yard car park, Needham Market
	
	 Buckshorn Lane car park, Eye

This means residents can now recycle their small broken electrical 
items, like coffee machines, kettles, mobile phones, tablets, and 
anything smaller than a 4-slice toaster.

Larger items will still need to be taken to a Suffolk Recycling Centre.

www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/twelve-new-electrical-recycling-bins-
for-babergh-and-mid-suffolk

Did you know we have a Village Facebook page?

Take a look at: 
facebook.com/parishcouncilgreatfinborough

 

BANGERS, BEANS & BINGO 
Buxhall Village Hall   

 Saturday 22nd November at 7:00pm 

Tickets: Adult £5.00 
              Child £2.50  

(6 games of Bingo for £10.00) 
Includes Raffle 

Bring your own drinks and nibbles 

Book your place with Mim & Keith: 01449 736598 
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Stowmarket Eco Future Group  

If you are thinking about Christmas shopping, please think 
“environment”, the best gift you can give your loved ones is a thriving 
place to live. Refillable containers, and gifts made from reused and 
upcycled products are a great idea. Items made from natural materials; 
wood, glass, metal, pottery, cotton, linen, wool etc are also ultimately 
kind to the planet.  Wrapping with fabric, ribbon or paper tape is also 
great. Gifts such as a tea shop visit, cinema, theatre ticket etc are 
something to look forward to in the new year, or how about buying 
something to encourage gardening and supporting wildlife?  At such 
a busy time of year for some, it is very easy to slip into buying excess 
plastic and  packaging, and things that will be discarded soon into the 
new year.  Plastic is for its Life  (100-1000 years) not just for Christmas!! 

A real encouragement: 

Over the Summer, the Design Museum in London ran an exhibition 
called “Human”.  All types of “life” (plants, creatures etc) rely on our 
planet to live, so their needs are equally as important as human needs, 
we are “More than Human”.   In considering what other life forms need 
to flourish we are enabling life for humans to continue.  The exhibition 
showed the results of research grants looking at waterways, land use 
and fishing practices.  There were traditional designs that have worked 
sustainably for many centuries, and items made from completely new 
materials, eg seaweed and fungi. Many displays showed new building 
materials and methods that provide homes for birds and insects, and 
installations that protect creatures from the worst of climate change.  
Nature can also teach us surprising lessons in living sustainably.  Many 
artists, scientists, designers and radical thinkers are on the case, 
creating good adaptations to the things we need and the ways we 
work, so that the natural world is not just unharmed, but also 
supported.    We can be a part of this too.  If our mindset becomes not 
just “what do I want?”  but “ how can I live in a way that allows others 
to live?”  the choices we make will be good ones for both humans and 
nature. 

stowmarketecofuturegroup.co.uk | stowmarketecofuture@gmail.com  
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Non-members wild birdseed order form for December 2025 
The next order will be placed on 3 December 2025. The birdseed collection will be 
on Wednesday 10 December 2025 between 14.00 and 16.00 hrs. from Abbey 
Farm Cottage. If you would like to place an order please let me have your 
requirements together with a cheque made payable to “Great Finborough Garden 
Club”, or by BAC’s “Gt Finborough & District Garden Club”, sort 09-01-54, account no 
20213287 please reference your name followed by B/S. Orders may be posted to or 
dropped off at The Little House, High Road, Gt Finborough, IP14 3AA, or if it’s more 
convenient dropped off at 1 Valley Lane, Gt Finborough.  
Thank you. Peter Turner 07789727974 or p.turner125@btinternet.com 
 
Name                                                     Tele No. 
The wholesale price of Sunflower kernels has increased 
 

Product Weight Price Quantity           Cost 

Wild Bird Mix  20 kg £14.00  
W.B.M. Premium 20kg £16.50  
W.B.M No Wheat 20kg £20.00  
W.B.M NEW High Energy 12.75 kg £18.00  
W.B.M. No Mess 12.75 kg £18.00  
W.B.M Robin & Songbird 12.75 kg £18.00  
Finch Mix  20 kg £17.00  
Mixed Corn  20 kg £12.50  
SUPER Poultry Mix 20kg £14.00  
Peanuts (superior quality) 20 kg £38.00  
Peanuts (half sack) 10 kg approx. £20.00  
Black Sunflower Seed 15 kg £19.00  
Sunflower Kernels  20 kg £30.00  
Sunflower Kernels  10kg approx. £16.00  
Nyjer Seed 20kg £43.00  
Nyjer Seed  10kg approx. £24.00  
Suet Pellets 12.75kgs £21.00  
Suet Balls (Superior quality) Price each 

150 £21/Box 

14p  
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CHESTNUT
HORSE

“Look out for our Christmas Menu, available on Facebook or
ask for a copy when passing. Runs 19th Nov to 21st Dec.

Booking essential and deposit required.”
Roly & Mandy

www.chestnuthorse.co.uk  | 01449 553889

WHAT’S ON!
6th Nov & 4th Dec Open Mic with Jax Deacon 7.30pm

20th Nov pub quiz 7.30pm 
£2.50 entry that makes up prize fund, 

max 6 people per team

27th November sip and paint starts at 6.30pm
£35.00 per person includes free drink 

and half time nibbles, 
payment in full at time of booking, filling up quickly 

28th November Live Acoustic Music with Jax Deacon

 13th Dec Jax & Co Live Music, starts 7.30pm

Open Christmas Day 11am-2pm
Boxing Day 3pm to 9pm

NYE Karaoke & Disco from 7.30pm

Simple Christmas styling to bring the festive spirit home

As Christmas nears, there’s real joy in readying our homes for the 
season. I love decorating, but for me, simple and stylish is best, 
natural touches, soft textures, and a few timeless adornments that bring 
warmth without fuss.  Here are a few ideas to get you started.

Start with foraging: even beginners can gather evergreens, holly, and 
pinecones from the garden or local woods. These finds add instant 
freshness and charm. Tuck greenery into vases, drape it along the table 
with baubles and candles, or trail it up the stairs, it’s cost-effective, 
beautifully organic and will look far better than anything you'll find in 
the shops.

Baubles aren’t just for trees, either. Try arranging a few favourites in 
a bowl or along a windowsill to catch the light. I treat myself to one 
large Nkuku bauble each year, hanging them on a rod behind the living 
room window so they glimmer from the road, a small ritual I adore.
Swags are another favourite: gather greenery, tie one end with twine or 
ribbon, and drape over doorways, mantels, or mirrors. I finish mine with 
a velvet ribbon (often saved from gifts) and sometimes a few vintage 
bells for a touch of nostalgia.

And then there’s candlelight, the simplest magic of all. A few tealights, 
a cluster of tall candles, or one glowing in the window instantly 
transforms a space. Add layers of texture with velvet cushions or 
chunky throws in deep jewel tones, and you’ll have a home that feels 
calm, cosy, and classically festive.

This year, embrace an easy, natural Christmas, beautifully simple, 
quietly joyful, and full of heart.

ivyjoan.co.uk
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Recycling & Repair Café 
Repair Café & Recycling
Red Gables Sunday November 9th - 2-4pm

Market Stall Thursday November 27th - 9.30-11.30am. 

You can find out more about the Repair Café here:  

https://stowmarketecofuturegroup.co.uk/repair-cafe/

Councillor John Matthissen 01449 258894 or 07976 308128 
councillor@matthissen.net
Or write to me at 2 Brick Kiln Cottages, Barretts Lane, 
Needham Market IP6 8RZ

Finborough Court

Coffee With FriendsCoffee With Friends

We had our last Rural Coffee Caravan in September. The caravan will We had our last Rural Coffee Caravan in September. The caravan will 
come back and see us again, but not on a regular basis as before. We come back and see us again, but not on a regular basis as before. We 
are starting ‘Coffee with Friends’ in the housing dining room over the are starting ‘Coffee with Friends’ in the housing dining room over the 
winter months. The idea is to have fellowship with our friends behind winter months. The idea is to have fellowship with our friends behind 
the wall and invite anyone in the local community to come and join us. the wall and invite anyone in the local community to come and join us. 
Tea, coffee, cake, and a simple activity for those not in a chatty mood. Tea, coffee, cake, and a simple activity for those not in a chatty mood. 

Our next meetings are on Our next meetings are on 
November 12th and November 12th and 
December 10th, from 2pm December 10th, from 2pm 
for about an hour (although for about an hour (although 
if we are enjoying ourselves, if we are enjoying ourselves, 
we won’t be chucked out). we won’t be chucked out). 

A big thank you to all who A big thank you to all who 
came to our Macmillan Coffeecame to our Macmillan Coffee
morning, we raised £100! morning, we raised £100! 
  

Pilgrims’s Friends SocietyPilgrims’s Friends Society
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News from your District Councillor - John Matthissen
Representing Onehouse, Great & Little Finborough, Combs, Harleston & Shelland

Grants for home adaptations
If you need to adapt your home due to infirmity or injury, Mid Suffolk 
may be able to help. Our Disabled Facilities Grants are available, 
details here: www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/disabled-facility-grants or 
phone 0300 123 4000  

Solar Together – panels and batteries
The County Council bulk buying scheme is open again, and this time 
including battery options. You can find out more from 
www.solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/join or by calling 0800 014 8851 or 
email: suffolk@solartogether.co.uk

Priority Services Register (PSR)
The PSR is a free support service offered by energy and water 
suppliers. It identifies people who need priority support during planned 
and unplanned outages. By registering for the free service you will 
receive extra help. You might receive electric heating and cooking 
appliances or even alternative accommodation to keep you safe and 
warm while you’re without energy. You are eligible for the PSR if you 
live with children under five, use medical equipment reliant on 
electricity or water or have a disability.

Find out more and register at https://www.thepsr.co.uk/ 

Local Government Reorganisation	
Your council, along with the other Districts and Ipswich Borough, has 
sent Government a detailed submission calling for 3 Unitary councils to 
be formed. We expect to hear a decision by late February, and 
meanwhile Government will run a consultation expected November.

Locality budget 2025/26	
There is still some left in the kitty, so let me know of project ideas to 
benefit the communities.

Full details available  https://midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/locality-awards

Cont.

Village Biodiversity Plan

A village biodiversity plan is a local strategy to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity, often created by the parish council and community. These 
plans typically involve surveying local wildlife, identifying threats, and 
outlining actions for residents and other organisations to take e.g. the 
Parish Council. This can include managing green spaces sustainably, 
considering biodiversity in planning applications, and running local 
conservation projects. This is part of a wider framework that includes 
national and regional strategies aiming to reverse biodiversity loss. 

To help create our plan in Great Finborough, 
we would welcome input from any residents 
currently doing similar activity, no matter how 
small, such as erecting bat and bird boxes, 
documenting birds in your gardens or even 
planting hedgerows and native trees, as well 
as the ongoing development of our wildflower meadow and Wood-
pecker Hill wood

Understanding what goes on in our village will help us shape the plan 
which can then be utilised when looking at bigger green space projects, 
as well as suggestions for future planning applications. This has already 
been adopted at Pettiward Hall where we erected swift boxes to 
encourage nesting.

As well as the positive, we can review any negative elements that 
are identified, such as invasive weeds or trees growing where they 
shouldn’t and any potential threats to local wildlife.

If you already are doing some of this activity or would like to get 
involved, we would love to hear from you.

Please email: finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com
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Pettiward Hall - Fundraising Quiz Night Success!

It was fantastic to see the hall so full at our sell-out Quiz Night on 
Saturday 4th October!    

Sincere thanks to the fantastic 
Simon Tarabella who lived up to 
his reputation for setting a 
fabulous quiz and ensuring that 
everyone had a brilliant time!  

Thank you to everyone who 
helped to set up and clear away 
and donated raffle prizes, plus to the lovely Ant and Lee who organised 
the raffle and sold huge numbers of tickets!

Thanks to the generosity of so many people, we were delighted to raise 
an amazing £626.50 for the Community First Responders plus £188.50 
for the Village Hall.

We would also like to thank Roly and Mandy at The Chestnut Horse 
who are kindly donating the proceeds they receive from hosting the 
bottle bank, to the village hall.

We’re very much looking forward to seeing you at our future events!

Pettiward Hall Team


