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WHO’S WHO IN GREAT FINBOROUGH
Parish Council: www.greatfinborough.onesuffolk.net

Chair: James Spencer - james@finboroughparishcouncil.org.uk
Clerk: Lacey Luther - clerk@finboroughparishcouncil.org.uk

Footpath Warden: Richard Burton - greatfinboroughfootpaths@gmail.com
District Councillor: John Matthissen - councillor@matthissen.net

Tel: 01449 258894
County Councillor: Penny Otton - penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk

Tel: 07545 423847

Pettiward Hall
Lettings/Keyholder: Mary Preece - mary.preece1@btinternet.com

Tel: 01449 771360

St Andrews Church: www.standrewsgtfinborough.co.uk
Rector: Rev Sarah Jenkins - revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com

Combs Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, IP14 2AY | Tel: 01449 676065
Associate Priest: Rev Canon Pauline Higham | Tel: 01449 771791

Church Warden: Nigel Brown 01449 675344

Allotments Association - Mary Smyth Tel: 01449 672533

Great Finborough & District Gardening Club
Cath Walker - cathwalker85@gmail.com

Tel: 07843 191101

Primary School: www.finboroughprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Stephen Dodd - admin@greatfinborough.suffolk.sch.uk

Tel: 01449 613208

Gt Finborough & Buxhall Under 5’s Pre-School
Delia Prior - Tel: 07513 140072

Chestnut Horse Pub - Rob & Clare Tel: 01449 674688

Candlestick Club: Keith Proctor Tel: 01449 736598
Buxhall Woman’s Institute: Judith Hickman - judithhickman12@gmail.com

Police (Stowmarket SNT): Tel: 101 - stowmarket.snt@pnn.police.uk
Stowmarket High School - Tel: 01449 613541

Stowmarket Health Centre - Tel: 01449 776000
Combs Ford Surgery - Tel: 01449 678333

Bildeston Surgery - Tel: 01449 740254
Stowmarket Library - Tel: 01449 613143

Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre - Tel: 01449 674980



GREAT FINBOROUGH VILLAGE DIARY

1st December		  Village Bench Event	 Village Green

5th December		 Garden Club Party	 Pettiward Hall

7th December		 Christmas Fair		 Pettiward Hall
9.30-12.30

20th December	 Carols in the Pub	 Chestnut Horse
6pm

24th December	 Crib with Carols	 St Andrews Church
4pm

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE - every 4th Friday 4.10 - 4.30pm
Middlefield Drive (opposite playground)

Remaining date:
13th Dec

MOBILE POST OFFICE - every Thursday 1.30 - 2.30pm
Middlefield Drive Car Park

FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
7.30pm Pettiward Hall Upstairs

9th December, 13th January
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The ‘Village Newsletter’ is published by Great Finborough Parish 
Council and printed locally by Gipping Press. Views and opinions 

expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily accepted as 
being those of Great Finborough Parish Council. The ‘Newsletter’ 

accepts all articles, notices and advertisements in good faith. 
We cannot be responsible for the content of any submissions, 

nor liable for the quality of goods and services offered. 
A full copy of our Policy is available on our web site.
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To contact the editor (Ant Mann) submit articles, 
letters or advertising, 

email: 
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com

  
The Combs and Finborough Benefice 

Buxhall, Combs, Gt and Lt Finborough, Harleston, Onehouse and Shelland 
Services in December 2024 

Rector: The Rev’d Sarah Jenkins, The Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, Stowmarket IP14 2AY   01449 676065 
 

1st December: Advent Sunday 
9.00 am Holy Communion  Little Finborough 
9.30 am  Spiritual Communion  Zoom 
9.30 am Morning Worship  Harleston 
11.00 am  Christingle  Combs 
 

8th December: The Second Sunday in Advent 
9.30 am Holy Communion  Buxhall 
9.30 am Morning Worship  Shelland 
11.00 am Christingle  Onehouse  
4.00 pm Christingle  Great Finborough 
 

15th December: The Third Sunday in Advent  
9.30 am Holy Communion  Harleston 
10.00 am Holy Communion  Shelland 
11.00 am Carol Service  Combs 
3.00 pm Evensong  Little Finborough 
4.00 pm Village Carols  Great Finborough 
6.30 pm Nine Lessons and Carols  Buxhall 
 

17th December: Tuesday 
7.00 pm Carols by Candlelight  Little Finborough 
 

22nd December: The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
9.30 am Morning Worship  Buxhall 
9.30 am Carol Service  Shelland 
11.00 am Holy Communion  Great Finborough 
4.00 pm Walking Carols  Onehouse 
 

24th December: Christmas Eve 
2.00 pm Crib with Carols  Combs 
3.00 pm Crib with Carols  Onehouse 
4.00 pm Crib with Carols  Great Finborough 
4.00 pm Carol Service  Harleston 
6.00 pm Candlelit Said Communion  Combs 
7.30 pm Christmas Communion with Carols  Buxhall 
 

25th December: Christmas Day 
9.00 am Holy Communion  Little Finborough 
10.30 am Family Communion  Onehouse 
 

29th December: The First Sunday of Christmas 
11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion  Onehouse Trinity Hall 

Weekday Services 
9.30 am on Wednesday Holy Communion Trinity Hall, Onehouse (Not 25th December) 
10.00 am on Saturday Morning Prayer Zoom Meeting (including 28th December) 
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Welcome to the December Newsletter:

With Christmas just around the corner, it’s a celebratory time of the 
year and quite fitting that this edition of the Newsletter is exactly 50 
years on from the very first published in December 1974. In the centre 
pages you will see that very edition, covering topics and events still 
recognised today. If you had any involvement with the newsletter 
during those early years, we would love to hear from you.

The village volunteers have been out in force during November. Firstly, 
tackling the areas around the allotments, re-chipping paths, clearing 
culverts and cutting back of unwanted growth. The path near the 
Church has had a layer of chippings laid to help make it more 
accessible through the winter.  Work has begun to prepare the ground 
around the Chestnut Tree in readiness for the new bench as well as 
cleaning, rubbing down and painting of the Village Sign, ready to 
accept its new brick base.
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Fun quiz 

Another excellent fun quiz evening at Buxhall was held on 23 March when 11 teams poised 
with pen and paper went into battle.  After the eight rounds Maxine’s team were 6 points in 
front so it was all down to the table round, on which they scored maximum points as did the 
second and third teams so we were happy to declare them the winners.  A wonderful sum of 
£434 was raised towards the further improvements of the village hall.  Once again we are so 
indebted to the generous quiz players who donated such terrific draw prizes to help make 
this great sum.  Hope to see you all back in October. 

Mim and Keith 

 

 

If you are aware of when the village sign first appeared in this format 
and why it looks like it does, we would love to hear from you.

Another group set about tiding up the paths around Woodpecker Hill, 
cutting back growth, allowing both easier access but also essential light 
into those plants and trees not long planted. However, it was very sad 
to see that vandalism has struck again, with the bench in the middle 
of the wood destroyed. Such was the damage that sadly it is beyond 
repair. It has been brought to the attention of the Police. This mindless 
act should not be tolerated. If you have any information, please raise it 
with the Parish Council or direct with the Police.

Many will already know that Finbrough School was recently sold to a 
small Independent School Group - Forfar Education. They very much 
endorse being part of the wider community and we look forward to 
their ongoing support of Village activities.   

Finally, from the Parish Council, have a wonderful Christmas and please 
enjoy and make the most of all activities in the Village over this period.

Ant Mann

To contact the editor (Ant Mann) submit articles, 
letters or advertising, 

email: 
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com
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Traditional Oak Carpentry
Conservation and Construction

Carpentry Repairs
New Oak Homes

and Extensions
Garden Structures
Condition Reports
3D Design Service

www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk   01449 768817

Waste Bags, 
Skips & Aggregates
• Household / Garden / 

Builders waste

• 1-6 yard Skips

• Wait and load service 
available 

• Bulky items collected 

• Aggregates collected & 
delivered 

Covering Suffolk

07471 300501
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The Hospital Cracker
Left alone in the ward on Christmas Day
No holly, no tinsel and no games to play.
They bring me a plate of their finest fare
On the side - a cracker lies there.
How to pull it that’s the test
Someone on the other end works best
I try to eat but feel quite down
It’s hard to eat turkey with no paper crown.

I gaze at the cracker, tempting, forbidden
Oh what treasure inside is hidden.
A screwdriver, puzzle or clippers for nails,
Or a cellophane fish, in your hand it flails.
Then there’s the joke, I bet it’s a good one
Corny, traditional family fun.

Here alone in my nightie I ponder this thought,
Has all of that science resulted in nought.
They’ve split the atom, put men on the moon
AI, the internet, meetings on Zoom.
The question remains, when you’re far from home……..
How do you pull a cracker alone?

Grace

Pettiward Hall

“Little Ernie”
The winners in November were Doris Riseborough and Frank Raynes.
They each won £7.50

Mary Preece

		

We hope you find the articles and information in our newsletter 
informative and interesting. It does rely on input from our 

community – submission deadline for the next edition is the 
15th of the month. To submit articles, letters or advertising, 

email: finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com

FFD Running Club

If you are keen to start running, 
get fit, run in a group or socialise 
then join us every Thursday 
at 6.00pm.

No need to book, simply meet on
the village green opposite 
the pub.

If you would like any more details,
please get in touch.

All levels welcome.

Ant Mann 07968 154171 

To contact the editor (Ant Mann) submit articles, 
letters or advertising, 

email: 
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com
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Autumn Opening Times
Wednesday and Thursday 12-3 and 5-close (Serving food 12-2 and 5-8)

Friday and Saturday 12-close (Serving food 12-2 and 5-8)
Sunday 12-8 (Serving food 12-4)

Weekly Sunday Roasts - from 12pm
Christmas Menu available - 27th Nov - 22nd Dec

What’s On!

Dec 2024
 Thursday 19th Christmas Music Quiz

Friday 20th Xmas Carols 6pm
Christmas Eve - Food 12-6pm, closing 8pm

Christmas Day - open for drinks 12-2pm

Weekly on Wednesday - Texas Hold’m Poker Nights - register by 7pm

Rob & Clare look forward to welcoming you

Christmas Mincemeat Cake Recipe

Ingredients:
8oz/227g Butter/Margarine
6oz/170g Sugar
4 Eggs
12oz/340g self-raising flour
1lb/454g Mincemeat 
2 Teaspoons Cinnamon or Nutmeg
                                                                             
Cream butter and sugar.  Add beaten eggs.  Fold in sieved flour 
and cinnamon/nutmeg then mincemeat.

Cook for 1.5 - 2 hours at 150C

Cathy Croome

Quiz time! 

If you spot something in the village in need of attention, 
please get in touch. It could be overgrown footpaths, missing or 

hidden signs, broken or damaged play equipment in the playpark.

Contact the Parish Council: 
greatfinboroughfootpaths@gmail.com

Rob, Clare and all the staff would like to wish all customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Buxhall and Great Finborough 

 ‘Candlestick Club’  
 

The Candlestick Club is hosting a Bingo, Raffle and Buffet on  
Thursday 9 January 2025 at Buxhall Village Hall 

 
Join us between 2.00pm and 4.00pm  

 
A chance to meet up with friends, make new friends locally,  

win prizes and eat some lovely handmade cakes!  
 
 

All visitors are welcome ~ you may then decide to become a member!  

December Services at St John’s, Onehouse

We welcome anyone who would like to attend, especially families:

8th December, 11am for the Christingle Service: 
Please bring along a Children’s Society charity box if you have one. A 
very worthwhile charity especially for young people with troubled lives!

Saturday the 22nd of December, 4pm:
Community Carols around Onehouse Village, meet at Trinity Hall. 

Tuesday 24th December, 3pm:
The Crib Service in Onehouse Church on Christmas Eve. Everyone 
Welcome! Bring a torch!

Christmas morning at 10.30am, a shortened Communion Service.
Everyone welcome!

Christmas and New Year Wishes to you All from Onehouse Church.

Why do solar 
panels never 
get tired?
...because they are 
always recharging!

Call us on 0207 247 3650
info@mygreenenergy.co.uk

SOLAR PANELS › BATTERY STORAGE ›
CAR CHARGING POINTS

For an EXTRA 10% off your solar project
call now and quote code: GET10

Finborough Book Club

It’s been another interesting year for Finborough Book Club. In March 
we celebrated our 10th anniversary which means, to date, we have read 
130 books. 

This year we have had trips to the theatre, cinema and the Lavenham 
Literary Festival, which is definitely a biennial highlight, where we saw 
Louis de Bernieres talking about his latest novel ‘Light over Liskeard’

We meet once a month and read a wide variety of genre including 
fiction, non-fiction, historical fiction, crime fiction, occasionally classics, 
mystery, and anything else that members take turns to suggest. We 
are an informal group but always have lots to discuss about our latest 
book.

Our common interest is we all love reading!

Belinda Aldous
Belinda.aldous@btinternet.com
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We had a thoroughly entertaining talk from Lindsey on her journey 
from sign language teacher to “mums taxi service” to amateur 
burlesque dancer to creating her own WI Burlesque sub group. Her 
dancing has taken her up and down the country completing talks 
and shows which have raised lots of much needed funds for various 
charities such as a women’s refuge. We were all in hysterics about her 
adventures and had a wonderful evening. 

If you are interested in joining the WI please pop along to a future 
meeting or contact Emily (details below).

Forthcoming guest speakers

11th December: Christmas Entertainment and Bell Ringers
15th January: Backyard Safari – Kevin Sawford
Venue: 7:30pm at Buxhall Village Hall.

Emily (07545909835)
(Minute Secretary)

Did you know we have a Village Facebook page?

Take a look at: 
facebook.com/parishcouncilgreatfinborough

 Last call for December birdseed orders is the 4 December 
 See order form in November issue of Newsletter 
    Non-members wild birdseed order form for February 2025 
The next order will be placed on 29 January 2025. The birdseed collection will be on 
5  February 2024 between 14.00 and 17.00 hrs. from Abbey Farm Cottage. If 
you would like to place an order please let me have your requirements together with a 
cheque made payable to “Great Finborough Garden Club”, or by BAC’s “Gt Finborough 
Garden Club”, sort 09-01-54, account no 20213287 please reference your name 
followed by B/S. Orders may be posted to or dropped off at The Little House, High 
Road, Gt Finborough, IP14 3AA, or if it’s more convenient dropped off at 1 Valley Lane, 
Gt Finborough.  
Thank you. Peter Turner 07789727974 or p.turner125@btinternet.com. 
Name      Tele No. 

Product Weight Price Quantity           Cost 

Wild Bird Mix  20 kg £14.00  
W.B.M. Premium 20kg £16.00  
W.B.M No Wheat 20kg £19.00  
W.B.M NEW High Energy 12.75 kg £17.50  
W.B.M. No Mess 12.75 kg £17.50  
W.B.M Robin & Songbird 12.75 kg £17.50  
Finch Mix  20 kg £17.50  
Mixed Corn  20 kg £12.50  
SUPER Poultry Mix 20kg £14.00  
Peanuts (superior quality) 20 kg £38.00  
Peanuts (half sack) 10 kg approx. £20.00  
Black Sunflower Seed 15 kg £18.00  
Sunflower Kernels  20 kg £27.00  
Sunflower Kernels  10kg approx. £15.00  
Nyjer Seed 25kg £40.00  
Nyjer Seed  12.5kg approx. £21.00  
Suet Pellets 12.75kgs £21.00  
Suet Balls (Superior quality) Price each 

150 £21/Box 

14p  
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Letter from Combs Rectory
I can’t believe where this year has gone, here we are planning our 
Christmas services and the diary for December is looking very busy 
indeed with a variety of events, including Messy Christmas on 7th 
December at Trinity Hall in Onehouse (please see poster elsewhere in 
the magazine for details).  I do hope you’ll be able to join us at one of 
our carol or crib services, we have a wide choice ranging from the 
traditional Nine Lessons and Carols at Buxhall on 15th December at 
6.30pm, to Carols by Candlelight at Little Finborough on 17th 
December at 7pm, to a walking Carol service around the village of 
Onehouse on 22nd December at 4pm with lanterns!  And there are 
many more Christmas services which are all listed elsewhere in this 
magazine.

Christmas is a time for families and friends to come together to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  However, there are many people who will 
be on their own throughout the build-up in December and at Christmas 
itself.  Please try and keep an eye out for friends and neighbours who 
you know are on their own at this time and we all know that the cost of 
living crisis makes things especially challenging for many people.  And 
of course, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with myself, Revd 
Pauline, Revd Alison or a member of the ministry team if you, or 
someone you know, is in need.

The Christmas story is possibly the most well known story throughout 
the world, telling us about the birth of a baby who was born to save us.  
The well-known characters Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, the three 
wise men and of course, the baby, Jesus, all feature in a book that reads 
like an advent calendar.  ‘The Christmas Mystery’ by Jostein Gaarder is 
written in the form of one short chapter for every day beginning on 1st 
December, and follows the journey of a group of characters travelling 
to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus Christ.  I read it every year and never 
fail to get caught up in the joy of that journey back through time to 
Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus.  If you do decide to read it please let 
me know what you think of it.

So may I finish by sending you all good wishes and blessings for a very 
happy Christmas and prayers for a healthy new year in 2025.

With blessings
Revd Sarah

Recycling and Repairing	
Sunday December 8th Terracycling & Repair Café Red Gables, 2 - 4pm
No Market Place Terracycling Stall in December – it’s Boxing Day !
Sunday January 12th Terracycling & Repair Café Red Gables, 2 - 4pm
Thursday  January 23rd Market Place Terracycling Stall

Locality Budget
Still some funds left, but 24/25 scheme closes end of February so I 
would welcome more applications from any community group.  Do get 
in touch with me to discuss options.  Information and application forms 
are available on the website.
www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/web/mid-suffolk/w/locality-awards

Community Grants
There is a new community funding page on the www.MidSuffolk.gov.uk  
website. The page makes it much easier for community groups in the 
district to understand and apply for grants and funding. 
See www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding

Seasons Greetings to everyone. 

Councillor John Matthissen 01449 258894 or 07976 308128 
councillor@matthissen.net
Or write to me at 2 Brick Kiln Cottages, Barretts Lane, 
Needham Market IP6 8RZ

Newsletter Advertising

Our newsletter is hand delivered to all houses within Great Finborough 
(390 properties) and is a great and cost effective way to promote your 
business to local residents. We can even create the advert for you.

If you would like to advertise, please email:

finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com
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News from your District Councillor - John Matthissen
Representing Onehouse, Great & Little Finborough, Combs, Harleston & Shelland

New Bus Services
The supplementary public transport options from the District Council 
have launched! The Taxibus service -  The number for booking and 
enquiries is 01449 866 866. The scheduled services will operate circular 
routes from Stowmarket station, hourly in alternate directions between 
7am and 7pm. Fuller information is available at 
www.suffolktaxibus.com or give them a call.   

The Rural Connect service 
01449 614271 - bookings@communitiestogether-ea.org
 
Our communities are fortunate in that the two services partly overlap 
across our villages. I am keen to hear how the new services are working 
so if you use then please give me a call or email.

This is a 2 year trial, which will continue if there is enough usage, and 
also convert to fully electric vehicles in time. As demand patterns 
become clearer, they will be more scheduled and less 
demand-responsive. 

Winter Fuel Allowance & Pension Credit
If you are not receiving winter fuel allowance this year you may be able 
to qualify by applying for Pension Credit if you are over State Pension 
age and have a low income. To be eligible your weekly income must be 
less than £218, or £332 for a couple. See gov.uk/pension-credit or call 
0800 99 1234. 

Cosy Homes
A reminder this scheme is open to 
•	 homeowners
•	 private tenants
•	 landlords with fewer than five properties in Mid Suffolk
You can apply here www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/mid-suffolk-cosy-homes  
or phone 0300 1234000 (Option 7).
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Great Finborough and Buxhall under 5’s 
Santa’s Grotto Booking Form 

This year we are once again holding our annual shopping 
morning, and due to popular demand, we are welcoming 
back Santa’s Grotto. This fundraising event has been an 
incredible success over the past, so we are pleased to announce 
that our next one will take place on                                  
   Saturday 7th December 2024     Location:- Pettiward Hall    
Time: 9:30 – 12:30 
 
Come and visit Santa and his Elf in his lovely Grotto, your child can have the chance to 
tell Santa what they have been up to and what they would like for Christmas. Each 
child will receive a gift from Santa. 
  
Please can I book …………………… child/children for a visit to Santa’s Grotto at a cost of 
£5.00 each. 
The best time for us to visit Santa is  1…………………………   2………………………. 3…………………… 
Please allow 15 mins between each time, you will be sent a text to confirm your time.   
 
Adults Name …………………………………………………………… Mobile Number ………………………………………………. 
 
Childs Name ………………………………………………………… Childs Name ……………………………………………… 
 
Ways to book, give this form to a member of staff or committee, pop 
through the letter box ,email :- gfbunderfive@gmail.com or text 
07513140072 
 

The morning will be a chance to buy some Christmas presents 
from our craft and gift stalls, visit Santa in his Grotto, have a 

coffee and cake with friend. Please come along and bring 
friends it’s a lovely social fun fundraising morning. Look 

forward to seeing you there. Open to everyone. 
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Great In Finborough Together (GIFT)
The inaugural meeting took place on 23rd October 2024 to set up 
a good neighbour scheme for the village. The name chosen for the 
scheme is GiFT, as helping someone in the village is always about a gift 
one person makes to another. Also, we are confident that the scheme 
will make Finborough even greater as we roll out this scheme.

At the meeting those present agreed to form the steering team to lead 
the scheme for the benefit of everyone in the village who need some 
kind of help/support. We agreed that the scheme is not for any par-
ticular age group but for everyone, from young people to our oldest 
residents. We also agreed that we will take the approach that even 
those who might need some help themselves, may also be able to offer 
their time/skills to others at the same time or in the future. We are well 
aware of the intrinsic benefits of volunteering to those who do it.

We resolved to join the Suffolk Good Neighbour Network of other 
villages that run similar schemes, in order to benefit from the resources 
and advice the Network can provide. We have already been advised as 
to the basic requirements for setting up such a scheme and potential 
(modest) set up and running costs. We have the support, in principle, 
of the Parish Council and the District Councillor. We also resolved to 
create a tool to enable the steering team to start to canvas villagers as 
to the kinds of help/support they or people they know might want now 
or in the future. The same process will, hopefully, also generate lists of 
people willing to volunteer their time and skills should they be needed. 
We decided to focus on:

•	 What are you good at?
•	 What are you interested in? 
•	 What could you share if someone wanted help with that?

The survey tool is being refined and we hope to roll it out between now 
and Christmas, with a view to launching the scheme formally in January 
2025.

In the meantime, if you would like to find out more about our plans; 
indicate a willingness to volunteer in some capacity; or want to share 
your views as to what is needed by news/other people who live in Great 
Finborough, please get in touch.

Sally Gooch
07717 582150
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1974 - fun facts

“Lonely This Christmas” was the Christmas number one song by the 
English glam rock band Mud.

Post-it Notes were invented. 

Stephen King published his debut novel, Carrie.

A pint of milk was 7p and and pint of beer 20p

On November 24, 1974, fossils of one of the oldest known human 
ancestors, an Australopithecus afarensis specimen nicknamed “Lucy,” 
were discovered in Hadar, Ethiopia.

The London home of Conservative Party leader and former Prime Min-
ister Edward Heath is bombed in a suspected Provisional IRA attack.

In 1974, The Rumble in the Jungle, the boxing match between 
Muhammad Ali and George Foreman, was watched by 26 million 
viewers on BBC

The BBC Christmas day movie was Bridge of the River Kwai.

Did you know that Playmobil toys were invented by Hans Beck in 1974?

The number one movie for December 1974 was Towering Inferno.

One of the most popular Christmas toys was the Evel Knievel Stunt 
Cycle

The world population was 3.996 billion

McDonald’s opend its first UK restaurant

Inflation reaches a high of 17.2%

The average weekly wage was £ 35
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