


WHO’'S WHO IN GREAT FINBOROUGH

Parish Council: www.greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk
Chair: Ant Mann - chair@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk
Clerk: Jennie Blackburn - clerk@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk
Footpath Warden: Richard Burton - greatfinboroughfootpaths@gmail.com
District Councillor: John Matthissen - councillor@matthissen.net
Tel: 01449 258894
County Councillor: Matt Bentley - Matt.Bentley@suffolk.gov.uk

Great in Finborough Together - GiFT
Tel: 07522 171190

Pettiward Hall

Lettings/Keyholder: Cathy Morgan
pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com

St Andrews Church

Rector: Rev Sarah Jenkins - revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com
Combs Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, IP14 2AY | Tel: 01449 676065
Associate Priest: Rev Canon Pauline Higham | Tel: 01449 771791
Church Warden: Nigel Brown 01449 675344

Great Finborough & District Gardening Club

Cath Walker - cathwalker85@gmail.com
Tel: 07843 191101

Allotments Association - Mary Smyth Tel: 01449 672533

Primary School: www.finboroughprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Stephen Dodd - admin@greatfinborough.suffolk.sch.uk
Tel: 01449 613208

Gt Finborough & Buxhall Under 5’s Pre-School
Delia Prior - Tel: 07513 140072

Chestnut Horse Pub - Roly & Mandy 01449 553889

Candlestick Club: Keith Proctor Tel: 01449 736598
Buxhall Woman'’s Institute: Judith Hickman - judithhickman12@gmail.com
Police (Stowmarket SNT): Tel: 101 - stowmarket.snt@pnn.police.uk

Stowmarket High School - Tel: 01449 613541

Stowmarket Health Centre - Tel: 01449 776000
Combs Ford Surgery - Tel: 01449 678333

Bildeston Surgery - Tel: 01449 740254

Stowmarket Library - Tel: 01449 613143

Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre - Tel: 01449 674980
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GREAT FINBOROUGH VILLAGE DIARY

5th June New Bin Collections Village
(Pages 8 & 9)

13th June Messy Church Trinity Hall
10.30am-12pm (Page 13) Onehouse

14th June Wildflowers Meadow Woodpecker Hill
1-4.30pm Fete (page 28)

17th June Rural Coffee Caravan St Andrews
2-4pm (page 27)

5th July Hymns & Pimms St Andrews

3pm

E ! 3 THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
SUFFOLK

The Combs and Finborough Benefice

FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
15th June - Pettiward Hall

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE - every 4th Friday 2:50 - 3:10pm
Middlefield Drive (opposite playground)

MOBILE POST OFFICE - every Thursday 1.30 - 2.30pm
Middlefield Drive Car Park

The ‘Village Newsletter’is published by Great Finborough Parish
Council and printed locally. Views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily accepted as
being those of Great Finborough Parish Council. The ‘Newsletter’
accepts all articles, notices and advertisements in good faith.
We cannot be responsible for the content of any submissions,
nor liable for the quality of goods and services offered.

A full copy of our Policy is available on our web site.

To contact the editor (Ant Mann) submit articles,
letters or advertising,

email:
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com

Buxhall, Combs, Gt and Lt Finborough, Harleston, Onehouse and Shelland
Services in June 2026

Rector: The Rev'd Sarah Jenkins, The Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, Stowmarket IP14 2AY 01449 676065
Associate Priest: The Rev'd Canon Pauline Higham, The Rectory, Woodland Close, Onehouse IP14 3HL 01449 771791

Sunday Services

Please use this link for all services held on Zoom - Meeting ID: 470 378 1299 - Password: Benefice
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4703781299?pwd=doep7y6JYxv0IIXsxROxnbezlda9ME.1

7' June: The First Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am Holy Communion Little Finborough
9.30am Morning Worship Harleston

11.00 am All Age Worship Combs

14" June: The Second Sunday after Trinity

9.30 am Holy Communion Shelland

9.30 am Holy Communion Buxhall

11.00 am Morning Worship Great Finborough
11.00 am Holy Communion Onehouse

21% June: The Third Sunday after Trinity

9.30am Holy Communion Harleston

11.00 am Family Communion Combs

6.00 pm Evensong Little Finborough
6.00 pm Compline Zoom Meeting

28" June: The Fourth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Revd Andy’s First Eucharist Great Finborough
Benefice Holy Communion

Weekday Services
9.30 am on Wednesday Holy Communion Trinity Hall, Onehouse
10.00 am on Saturday Morning Prayer Zoom Meeting

All Welcome! Whether you are a regular worshipper or a visitor to our churches this Sunday,
you will find a warm welcome at any of our services
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Style at Stow Fashion Show 2026 Welcome to the June Newsletter:

A big thank you to all those who attended
the Fashion Show at St Andrew’s Church
and in particular Style at Stow, the models,
Vicki for the flowers, and all those who
donated the wine, and prizes for the raffle.
The church was packed and the magnificent
sum of £535 raised for church funds.

It's been a busy few weeks fixing and maintaining
areas around the village. The path has now been
made accessible from the back of the Church,
down to the reservoir path. The missing tarmac
patch in the playpark has been replaced.

We all had a very enjoyable evening raising
funds for a good cause!

The paintig of the lines in the village car park has been finished as
well as other smaller jobs fixing gates and replacmg 5|gns These small

projects the Parish Council take on
go a long way to keeping our village
CENTRAL looking great as well as saving

CONNECT .
‘ ' money to all Council Tax payers.
Valid from Monday 13th April 2026
B} suMMaARY TIMETABLE
Stowmarket Railway Station > Great Finborough > Hitcham > Bildeston > Hadleigh HOWGVGI’, Sadly some JObS are
MONDAY TO FRIDAY | Except Bank Holidays required to tackle vandlism. After
the issue with the bench last month, this time the fence by the rope
TJSuffolk is service is being supporte uffolk Coun ouncil’s Bus Service Improvement Plan.
[7” I peing supporteq By Suffalk Gounty Councis Bus Service Improvement P ] swing, at the end of Valley Lane, has received : :

some unwanted attention. Many thanks to Justin

Buses towards Hadleigh

Stowmarket Railway Station 07:40 09:40 11:40 13:40 15:40 17:40 for repairing It Th|5 klnd Of behaViOUr iS
Great Finborough, Post Office 07:48 09:48 11:48 13:48 15:48 17:48 Unacceptable and needs tO Stop' ShOU|d yOU
Hitcham, White Horse 07:57 09:57 11:57 13:57 15:57 17:57 Wltness any Vandallsm or antI_SOCIaI behaV|our’
Bildeston, Clock Tower 08:00 10:00 12:00 14:00 16:00 18:00 report It to the p0|lce'
Hadleigh, Bus Station 08:16 10:16 12:16 14:16 16:16 18:16 . .

It is good to see locals starting to use the new
Buses fowards Stowmarket bus service to Stowmarket and Hadleigh. The
Hadleigh, Bus Station 07:00 09:00 11:00 13:.00 15:00 17:00

timetable is shown on the notice board and on

Bildeston, Clock Tower 07:13 09:13 11:13 13:13 15:13 17:13 . . . .
page 34. An adult ticket to Stow Train Station is

Hitcham, White Horse 07:16 09:16 1116 13:16 15:16 17:16 o nly £ 1 50

Great Finborough, Post Office 07:25 09:25 11:25 13:25 15:25 17:25

Stowmarket Railway Station 07:34 09:34 11:34 13:34 15:34 17:34

May hosted the Suffolk County Council elections, with Thedwastre
South up for grabs. It was a tight result but we are now represented at
County level by Green Councillor, Matt Bentley.

For the latest updates, search us on Facebook & X (Twitter) f X

CENTRAL
(Vo)

Cont.
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We are keen to know residents’ views of the old BT phone box which
houses the village defibrillator. Would you be keen to see it replaced,
perhaps with a more iconic red phone box? Let me know.

Remember to look out for further information for the new bins which
come into force in June. Pages 8 & 9 show the rotation schedule and
further information.

And finally, well done to the 3 members of the Village Running Club,
Lee, David and Lewi, who ran The Lap in May. A 47 mile race around
the picturesque Lake Windermere. A great result for all three.

Ant Mann
finboroughpcnewsletter@gmail.com
chair@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk

ROBINSON ARNOLD
&Landscaping

Your local specialists in all aspects of Landscaping & Tree Surgery

~. All Aspects of Tree Surgery s Fencing
~. Soft & Hard Landscaping ~. Driveways

. Paving A, Turfing

Fully Insured Commercial and Domestic NPTC Qualified

Contact us:
Phone: 01284 245148 Mobile: 07866 866880
Email: hello@robinsonarnold.co.uk  Website: www.robinsonarnold.co.uk

Welcome to Grace Spinal Flow
Certified Spinal Flow Practitioner
in Great Finborough

How Spinal Flow Can Help You

Supporting your nervous system to
release tension and restore balance,
enabling your body & mind to heal,

naturally & gently through gentle,

non-invasive, hands-on technique that
helps clients of all ages with a vast
range of physical, emotional
and physiological issues including:

Backache - Stress » Digestion «Anxiety
Posture « Sleep « PTSD « Pain « Depression
Migraines ¢ Grief « Trauma « Libido

www.gracespinalflow.com
07947 719553

Independent
Financial
Advice

Friendly, expert financial advice-we are a local firm
based in Needham Market.

Established for 20 years offering an easily accessible full financial planning service

to clients in Suffolk. Our client’s interests are at the heart of everything we do.

Together we can make your money work harder for you, in the most tax efficient

way.
We offer advice on all aspects of personal and corporate finance
including

investments, pensions, inheritance tax mitigation, equity release and
protection.

Call 01449 723526 or visit our website www.xlifa.co.uk to book your free initial
consultation.

XL Independent Financial Advisers Limited are authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority [FCA] Our FCA number is 415232
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Traditional Oak Carpentry

Conservation and Construction

Fed up of running around
after your car?

Why not give us the incovenience
- it's part of our service

Rushbrook’s

— CHIMNEY SWEEP —

Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps and HETAS
registered Chimney Sweep, providing WE COLLECT & DELIVER

professional service to ensure your chimney is Servicing, Welding
clean and safe for your home. MOTs arranged

Services include: . e
e Open fire, wood burners and Inglenooks Air Condltlonmg recharged

swept General Repairs -

e Stoves checked and serviced for shocks, clutches, brakes etc

efficiency
e Birds nest removal
e Safety Inspections and Smoke Tests
e All work fully insured & certificates

All work guaranteed

S & P Meta=zare

issued. Est 1990
Contact Robert Rushbrook Contact: Shane
Email: rushbrookschimneysweep@hotmail.com Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737

Telephone: 07581 352772 or 01449 612296 Personal Service at

Hﬂ Competitive Rates!
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Harleston Vintage Ploughing Weekend April 25th/26th 2026

Mark Armstrong the engineer

was kind enough to organise the
event last month in his field beside
his workshop in Harleston village.
The church needs rethatching and
any money raised would go towards
the £100,000 required. The weather
both days was warm, dry and sunny
but we really need some rain.

About a dozen old, rare and
interesting tractors attended, a few
were static. Most pulled a plough.
One did some cultivating and one
some rib rolling. The Police liaison
team attended mainly discussing
rural crime. All 3 of them had a turn
ploughing with Steve's 2 French horses;

the breed Comtois, which came -
Jackbridge Beef

on the Sunday from Saffron
Walden. A women in wartime
Grass fed Aberdeen Angus Beef
9"‘40
s jackbridge_farm l@l

traditional bumbee and some
strategic seats for the walk to the
car park on Harleston Green
completed a fun weekend.

display, refreshments, a

Bred and outdoor reared on our farm
based in Great Finborough

Available direct from the farm in
mixed boxes, BBQ packs
or as individual cuts

I did a round ploughing with the
horses, which was just magical.

Butchered locally, Red Tractor Farm

Simon Waspe Assured and fully traceable

For more information, availability
and pricing:

Contact Teresa Pemberton
07780667204
pembertons@jackbridgefarm.com
Jackbridge Farm, Jacks Lane, Gt Finborough IP14 2NQ
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From the

Edinburgh Fringe

Harleston

via

Pettiward Hall,
Great Finborough
Tim FitzHigham

One Man Comedy Show

7:30 pm 19" June 2026
Tickets £10
Phone or text 07884334733

Buxhall and District Candlestick Club

2026 Calendar of Events

Date Location Coach Ticket Total
4 June River Stour Boat Trip with FULLY BOOKED
lunch at the Henny Swan

9 July Bingo afternoon 2pm to 4pm
Buxhall Village Hall

13 August Cromer End of Pier Show £26.00 £28.00 £54.00
4 September To be arranged

Please contact Emily on 07964 045373 or emilybyam1@gmail.com or Mim at one of the other events
or on 07414 004006 if you would like to put your name down for any of the trips.

**Prices are based on a minimum of 25 people attending, if numbers fall short trips may
have to be cancelled**

Comprehensive Car Cleaning
and Detailing Services in
Suffolk and East Essex

% 07800 895287

@ Draperdetails@gmail.com

" "DRAPER -
DETAILS

@draper_details

Contact us via phone or
email for bespoke pricing.

Quote “Details 2026' for 10% off your first booking



Great in Finborough Together

In the last 12 months our 40 volunteers have provided gifts of
their time and skills to 22 different households (31 people) in the
village, often on multiple occasions. Some receiving gifts have also
volunteered.

Gifts have included lifts and support at hospitals/GPs, the bank, the
supermarket and the theatre. Small gardening and DIY jobs are often
requested, as well as help to apply for state benefits, and liaison with
organisations or loved ones on behalf of those needing help and with
their consent.

Some people are benefitting from social calls and/or linking them up
with other people. Although we aren’t an emergency service we have
helped people who have fallen at home or those coping with bad news
or the stress of caring for family members. We appreciate the aids/
equipment donated for lending to others.

Volunteers continue to help us get our affairs in order, like sorting
power of attorney. Our partnership with Rural Coffee Caravan continues
with monthly social meet-ups, open to everyone in the village who
fancies a cuppa and cake. The next one is on 17 June in the church,
which is accessible for those with restricted mobility, and it has a toilet.
Help to get there can be provided on request.

GiFT Steering Team

Thank you Great Finborough residents:

| would like to pass on my thanks to the Great Finborough residents
who came to my aid after | had a fall in the road on the 15th Apiril. |
was released from hospital on the 29th April and it's because of the
aid | received that | made it home at all.

You are truly a great and generous village and and I’'m proud to be a
resident of this caring village.

Thank you
Frank Raynes
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Non-members wild birdseed order form for June 2026

The next order will be placed on 3 June 2026 the birdseed collection will be on
Wednesday 10 June 2026 between 14.00 and 16.00 hrs. from Abbey Farm
Cottage. If you would like to place an order please let me have your requirements
together with a cheque made payable to “Great Finborough Garden Club”, or by
BAC's "Gt Finborough & District Garden Club”, sort 09-01-54, account no 20213287
please reference your name followed by B/S. Orders may be posted to or dropped off
at The Little House, High Road, Gt Finborough, IP14 3AA, or if it's more convenient
dropped off at 1 Valley Lane, Gt Finborough.

Thank you. Peter Turner 07789727974 or p.turner125@btinternet.com

Please note there are some price increases on some birdseed products

Name Tele No.
Product Weight Price Quantity Cost
Wild Bird Mix 20 kg £15.00
W.B.M. Premium 20kg £17.50
W.B.M No Wheat 20kg £20.00
W.B.M NEW High Energy 12.75 kg £18.00
W.B.M. No Mess 12.75 kg £18.50
W.B.M Robin & Songbird 12.75 kg £18.00
Finch Mix 20 kg £18.00
Mixed Corn 20 kg £12.50
SUPER Poultry Mix 20kg £14.00
Peanuts (superior quality) 20 kg £37.00
Peanuts (half sack) 10 kg approx. £20.00
Black Sunflower Seed 15 kg £19.00
Sunflower Kernels 20 kg £31.00
Sunflower Kernels 10kg approx. £17.00
Nyjer Seed 20kg £44.00
Nyjer Seed 10kg approx. £23.00
Suet Pellets 12.75kgs £23.00
Suet Balls (Superior quality) | Price each 15p

150 £22.50/Box




Simpler Recycling

By now every household should have received a letter in the post
explaining the new bin system starting with the 5 June collection.
Everyone should also have their new blue bin and 2 food caddies.
One is smaller than the other and it should have come with a free roll
of bags.

Key messages are:

Collections will still be Fridays (or a day later in Bank Holiday weeks)
in this order: Blue, Black, Green (see page 9 for rotation)

The larger food waste bin will be collected every week on the same
day as the wheelie bins. Cooked and uncooked food. Use any plastic
bag or no bag. Pull the black handle down at the front to seal it

Green bin is only for paper, cardboard and books

Blue is for the plastic put into green bins until June plus plastic film
that couldn’t be recycled until now (but not crisp packets silvered
on inside); glass bottles/jars including lids; tins; foil in balls; cartons
(Tetrapaks)

Black is for residual waste including hard plastic, crisp packets, bagged
dog/cat waste, nappies and continence/menstruation/make-up pads,
bagged vacuum dust

None goes to landfill, with everything being recycled or turned into

electricity.

- The Simpler Recycling law, passed in 2023, is being implemented by
councils throughout England so everywhere does the same

- If you haven't received your bins or are uncertain about anything
contact Mid Suffolk Council: 0300 1234 000 (option 4) or
recycling@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk. The answers to questions are
also at: https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/recycling-composting/
better-recycling

Advice on managing the change is available on 14 June in the
Wildflower Meadow afternoon village event, along with help with
composting.

Sally Gooch

Cat Jones MAR

Reflexology Practitioner
in Great Finborough

Furnishing Homes with
Made To Measure
Curtains & Blinds

A personal in-home design service “Whether facing physical or

We aim to keep the process as mental health challenges,

simple and enjoyable as possible so chronic conditions,
we take care of all the or simply needing calm,
measurements, design, calculations reflexology can help

and installation for you.
Y restore balance.”

All you need to do is book the
consultation and choose fabrics www.catjonesreflexology.co.uk
that you love!
cat@catjonesreflexology.co.uk

07538 091789

www.alchemyhomefurnishings.co.uk
07494 905305

ALL SEASONS

LANDSCAPE GARDENING

Garden Landscaping * Turf Laying * Paths & Patios
Garden Maintenance * Hedge Cutting * Fencing
Specialise in Low Maintenance Gardens

Established since 1998  Fully Insured & Guaranteed

For FREE estimates and more information on our service call Simon on

01449 720221 / 07922 035204

email: suffolksi68 @gmail.com
www.allseasonslandscapegardening.co.uk




) GREAT FINBOROUGH
GARDEN CLUB

P
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e: % Join us for fun at the

WILDFLOWER™
MEADOW

gty

Free

SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 2026

1PMTO 4.30PM

The Wildflower Meadow, Valley Lane, Great Finborough %
«

Free activities for all ages. Bring your own picnic and drinks. ‘
Teas, cakes and BBQ available.
Enjoy village socialising, guided walks, and games including
Meadow Hunts, Quizzes, Splat The Rat, Tin Can Alley,
Bowling, Nimble Thimble, Higher or Lower,
Welly Wanging and more.

F b
o 4 Nl . 4
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Collection Week 1 Week 2 Week 3

Food
Waste

Refuse

general rubbish

Paper

and Card GREEN

Recycling

glass, plastics,
metal and cartons

Andrew Bingham

ANDERENDENT EUNERAE SERVICE

Local Caring Independent Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service * Private Chapel ¥ FREE Parking
www.andrewbingham.co.uk

01449 771666

10.
AL "Vq

Z€N Golden Charter SATE N

) Funeral Plans

DIRECTORS




e gural Coffee Carg

The Beacon Club Vo,

n lnformatlon
The Beacon Club was set up nearly 3 years U'f s ."f.,,
ago for two reasons, firstly to have the tel: 01284 663472 : __‘g’ Reg. charity: 1187423

money to have the iconic steeple of
St Andrews Church illuminated every
night of the year at lighting-up time until

www.ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk
info@ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk

23.00hrs. Secondly, to support the running Great in Finborough Together (GiFT)
of the Church which costs £20,000/year is partnering with
to keep the doors open. The Church has 2 The Rural Coffee Caravan this year to provide a monthly
services a month but is usgally open 5 days meet-up for everyone in the village
a week for moments of quiet reflection
We are still looking for new members of the Beacon Club, members For a free cuppa
donate £100 a year to support the steeple lighting & Church. We hold coffee/tea, cold drinks - and cake!
an Autumn Equinox supper in the Church by way of a small thank you. Combined with friendship
If you are interested in joining, please get in touch:
p.turnerl25@btinternet.com or 07789727974 2-4pm at St Andrew’s Church
Peter 17th June 15th July & 19th August

If you spot something in the village in need of attention,
please get in touch. It could be overgrown footpaths, missing or
hidden signs, broken or damaged play equipment in the playpark.

Contact the Parish Council:

clerk@greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk

Relaxed, friendly,
midwife led antenatal classes The
*Located at Woolpit Village Hall V . Oq’e

“The BEST investment we have made in preparation NII ﬂ , [k
for the arrival of our little one and something | would

shout about from the rooftops!” — T

Archive copies of recent newsletters
Newsletters

can be found on the Parish website: [ s

D 2025-Newsletters
www.greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk ] s
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BUXHALL WI
thBWI We meet at Buxhall village hall on the third Wednesday
INSPIRING WOMEN of each month at 7.30pm. We are a very friendly group

of around 50 members enjoying a varied range of
activities and interesting visiting speakers.

At our April meeting we welcomed Eric Punake who enthralled members on
“The craft of comic verse”. He was a very talented man who had previously
been an English teacher and for many years had written amusing poetry,
songs and many limericks. There was a lot of laughter, and we thoroughly
enjoyed his visit.

Forthcoming Speakers and Events

17" June 2026 — The Summer Garden Party
15™ July 2026 - Michael Farley - ‘’'m Henry the Eighth | am’

Christine Hagger christinemhagger@gmail.com

Fully
LSBKC 1, B EENT
01449 774900 Bathroom
www.stowmarketbathrooms.co.uk and KItChen

3 Mill Street, Stowupland,

Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 5BJ SpeCiaI iStS

Breathtaking
Bathrooms,

Kitchens
ﬁniné Soon Our Brand and more!
o = o orand. - Stowmarket, Suffolk
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Wildlife watching this month in Great Finborough

It's a busy month in our gardens and countryside - a few joys to watch
out for:

The Peacock is a large butterfly, with a wingspan of 6.3-7.5cm, and it
can be seen year-round. However, it is especially active in the summer
months. It can be seen in your garden (especially if you have Buddleia).

The Small Tortoiseshell butterfly is so called because of the yellow
and black stripes at the top of its forewings. All four of its wings are
edged with blue half-ovals. Despite these glorious colours, this
butterfly shuts its wings when at rest - then resembling a dead leaf.
The Stinging Nettle is vital to both these butterflies for egg laying and
as food for the caterpillars.

Bat pups are usually born in June. Lactating female bats need to eat
a lot of insects to feed themselves and their young. You can see bats
flying just after sunset - usually pipistrelles.

June is an important nesting month for birds. Many bird species will
be gathering food for their chicks, then encouraging the youngsters to
leave the nest for the first time. The beautiful summer sight of swifts,
swallows and house martins darting around our skies and houses
scooping up thousands of insects is fabulous.

How You Can Help:

Try not to disturb nesting birds. Avoid cutting hedges and large
shrubs between March and August, so as not to disturb any nesting
species.

Top up water for birds to drink and bathe in and ensure bird baths are
kept clean.

Wildlife ponds in the garden are a fantastic way to support a wide
variety of creatures, including dragonflies, damselflies, frogs and toads
which are fascinating to watch.

Let us know if you see any of these and other butterflies, bats or birds -
j.tarabella@btinternet.com

Mary Smyth & Councillor Jacqueline Tarabella
11



News from your District Councillor - John Matthissen
Representing Onehouse, Great & Little Finborough, Combs, Harleston & Shelland

Election updates:

A new County Councillor Matt Bentley (Green) was elected to
Thedwastre South Division, following ClIr Penny Otton'’s decision to
step down from the County Council. You can contact Matt.Bentley@
suffolk.gov.uk

Unitary elections are due to be held in May 2027. Elected Unitary
councillors will spend their first year within the three 'shadow councils’,
preparing for Suffolk to officially become three Unitary Councils (when
both the District and County councils will be disbanded) on 1st April
2028.

The election to appoint a Mayor, representing both Suffolk and
Norfolk, is now planned for May 2028.

Council funding for Neighbourhood Plans:

Government funding for Neighbourhood Plans was withdrawn in June
2025, and at the same time its house building targets have significantly
increased (up 40% in Mid Suffolk). Neighbourhood Plans are vital to
give a voice to local communities and to ensure the right types of
development are built in the right place. MSDC has therefore
introduced its own funding to support parish and town councils in the
preparation and reviewing of their plans (up to £20K per plan).

Onehouse to Woolpit Quietway

There is a chance to help design this project, a second open session at
Trinity Hall, Onehouse from 4pm - 7pm June 10th, and also in Woolpit
on 9th. There is also an opportunity to view and to comment on this
proposed walking and cycle route between the villages,

via https://communitymap.uk/project.257

Food Bank

Don't forget there are many in need locally when you are out shopping
for food and household supplies. Collection points at all supermarkets
and many other places.

Councillor John Matthissen 01449 258894 or 07976 308128
councillor@matthissen.net

Or write to me at 2 Brick Kiln Cottages, Barretts Lane,

Needham Market IP6 8RZ
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Great Finborough & District Garden Club

After what felt like a return to winter over the last few weeks hopefully,
we are in real spring now and get out and enjoy our gardens.

Our May meeting was an engaging talk by Mel from Mickfield Hostas.
Mel gave us lots of helpful information about how to cultivate Hostas,
how to divide them successfully and how to beat the scourge of the
slugs and snails who happily eat the plant leaves.

She also took us through the development of the family nursery
business and the early days of seed swapping with fellow enthusiasts in
America, through their years of attending plant shows and building up
to national collection status.

The evening ended with a popular plant sale and there should now be
varieties of Hostas in many gardens all around the village.

Our next meeting will be the wildflower meadow event on Sunday 14
June between 1pm and 4.30pm. Entry is free and to celebrate his 100th
anniversary there will be Winnie the Pooh themed activities for the
children. This will include our own village version of the 100-acre wood.
There will be quizzes with prizes and traditional games to join in.
Everyone can bring a picnic and there will be a BBQ as well as tea and
coffee and cakes.

A reminder that subscriptions were due in September. They will remain
at £20.00 per household and £5.00 for guests.

If you are interested in joining the garden club or would like
to join us for any event you will be very welcome. For further
information contact: Cath Walker on 07843191101 or
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For All Your Printing

News letters, Flyers
Booklets - Magazines
Plan Prints up to AO size
B/w, Colour & Scanning
Order of Services
Embroidered Patches
Sewing Patterns

Comb binding
Laminating

Email: info@digitalcopycentre.co.uk
37 Stowupland Street, Stowmarket, IP14 1EG

01449 678100
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COMBS AND FINBOROUGH GROUP (5 JHESHURCH

Messy Noah's Arkll

With the
Open the Book
Team!

Saturday 13™ June
10.30am to 12.00pm

Crafts, Stories, and Food
All ages welcome, primary age children and

younger welcome with their parents/carers
Places must be booked by emailing revdsarah jenkins@gmail.com

The Messy Church® name and logo are registered trade marks of Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF), a charity (233280)
and company limited by guarantee (301324), registered in England and Wales
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Did you know we have a Village Facebook page?

Take a look at:
facebook.com/parishcouncilgreatfinborough

F.G. BROWN - OPTICIANS

Denmark House
41 Bury Street, Stwomarket
01449 612812/674030

As independent opticians, we offer a more personalised
eye care service that you can trust for all the family

Professional Eye Care - Quality Products - Personal Service

Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 5.15pm

Your sight care is our priority

Ak . MILES ROLFE
JOINERY

Pmductlon. Design & Fitting of All
Aspects of Joinery & Furniture

Gt. Finborough e Suffolk

01449 771338 evening
milesrolfejoinery.co.uk

07880 776845 mobile
mrjoinery @ live.com

n Follow me on Facebook

TIME FOR YOU"

FFD Running Club

If you are keen to start running, get fit, run in a group or
socialise, then join us every Thursday at 6.45pm.

No need to book, simply meet on the village green
opposite the pub.

If you would like any more details, please get in touch.
All levels welcome.

Ant Mann 07968 154171

DOMESTIC CLEANING
Are you tired of cleaning?
We have the
right cleaner
waiting
tohelp
you.

Regular - Weekly - Cleaner
01359 258991

Typically £18 per hour

www.timeforyousuffolk.co.uk
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Trees Gardens

Tree surgery: from light pruning to
large tree take down, surveys and
sturmp removal.

Garden landscaping: patios,
fencing, decking, pergolas, gates,
stone driveways, water features,
turfing and seeding new lawns,
borders and planting designs.

Garden maintenance: hedge
cutting, pruning, weeding,
strimming, grass cutting, tidying.

Tel: 0782 5253 720
info@rewtstreesandgardens.co.uk
www.rewtstreesandgardens.co.uk




CHESTNUT
HORSE

www.chestnuthorse.co.uk | 01449 553889

WHAT’S ON!

June
Open mic Thursday 4th June from 7.30

Friday 5th June Andy Ottley is ELVIS from 8pm
Friday 19th June Jax & co from 7.30

Sunday 21st June Father’s Day a
Roast from 12.00 - 5pm =

July
Thursday 2nd July Open mic from 7.30

Sunday 5th July from 3pm Andy Ottley is Elvis
Thursday 23rd July 7.30 Music Quiz
Saturday 25th July Jax acoustic 7Z.30pm

“Please check our Facebook page for latest updates including
details for the next quiz night.”
Roly & Mandy
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JUBILEE FINANCE

MORTGAGE & PROTECTION SOLUTIONS

Mortgage and protection advisers located in
Buxhall, Stowmarket

We can advise on all types of mortgages, whether you are looking to
remortgage your house or move into a new one, purchase or refinance a
buy-to-let property or raise funds for a commercial venture. We can help!

v~ Mortgages v Protection
Residential Life Assurance
Buy To Let Income Protection
Commercial Finance Critical Iliness Cover
Bridging Finance Relevant Life
Second Charge General Home insurance

Development Finance

As brokers we have access to a comprehensive range of UK mortgage and protection
products from many different types of lender across the market, we are certain we
will be able to find just what you're looking for

Once we understand your individual circumstances and needs, we will be able to research the
market fully and recommend the most suitable deals for you. As part of our service, we will deal
with the lenders on your behalf, taking all the stress out of the process.

Call the team for a no obligation chat or make an appointment to come and see us in our Buxhall office

01359 305065 [ advice@jubiIeefinance.co.uk www.jubileefinance.co.uk

17 Buxhall Business Park, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 3BW
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Letter from the Rector

The month of June, as well as hopefully bringing warmer weather,
tennis and the end of the exam period, also brings some notable saints
festivals in the Christian calendar, in particular the shared festival of

St Peter and St Paul on 29th June.

St Peter was also known as Peter the Apostle and Simon Peter.
Originally a fisherman, he was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus and
one of the first leaders of the early Christian Church. Peter appears
repeatedly and prominently in all four New Testament gospels as

well as the book of the Acts of the Apostles. According to Christian
tradition, Peter was crucified in Rome under Emperor Nero after which
he was venerated by the church as a major saint and as the founder of
the Church of Rome.

St Paul, who was previously called Saul of Tarsus and became
commonly known as Paul the Apostle, was a Christian apostle who
spread the teachings of Jesus in the first-century world. Generally
regarded as one of the most important figures of the time, he
founded several Christian communities in Asia Minor and Europe.
Originally Paul was called Saul and lived as a Pharisee, participating
in the persecution of the early disciples of Jesus. Whilst Paul was
travelling on the road to Damascus to search out Christians he had
what is commonly called a conversion experience. After these events
Paul was baptised and he made three missionary journeys to spread
the Christian message to non-Jewish communities throughout the
countries of the western Mediterranean.

St Peter and St Paul are associated with the creation of new deacons
and priests within the church so it is usual for services of ordination

to take place on the weekend nearest to their feast day of 29th June.
This year, these services will be taking place in the cathedral at Bury St
Edmunds on the 27th June and our curate, the Revd Andy Little, will be
ordained as a priest! Revd Andy will then celebrate Holy Communion
for the first time on Sunday, 28th June at our service at St Andrew'’s
church, Great Finborough starting at 10am and to which all are
welcome. A time for celebration indeed!

With blessings,
Revd Sarah
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PRIVATE SPANISH HOLIDAY RENTAL

2 bedroom townhouse with private terraces in a peaceful
location in La Manga Club,

A townhouse situated in beautiful landscaped gardens, near to the South golf

course at the famous La Manga Club Resort. With accommodation on two
levels, plus an outside kitchen and barbecue and a sunny roof terrace.

This two bedroom, two ensuite bathrooms property is set in a peaceful
location and has recently been refurbished.

On the ground floor the lounge and dining room h

On the ﬁrst floor is the master bedroom with double bed and an en-suite
bathroom. Bedroom 2 can be set up as a twin or large :
- double, also w1th anen-suite. . R e T e

e — ___,r:_ _——

__Erlces-mclude linen, towel” and | _swmamlng tcmféIs* ":_':_"_:"_‘.“ _5
i *Comm&nalrgardens | SW1mm1ng POQLD}ree WIﬁ‘FBadﬂnng Al-fCQﬁ' T-_'

.-"; ~ From £100ﬁ‘—1300 perwe‘ék— —

If you’re looking for accommodation for visitors to the area,
then why not rent Great Finborough’s “The Hoot.

A lovely, rurally set lodge, set in its own grounds, with
private parking. Boasting incredible views of the countryside.
One double bedroom with en-suite cloakroom basin, heated towel rail, and WC.
Second, single bedroom. Shower room with walk-in shower, basin, and WC.

Open-plan living space with kitchen, dining area and sitting area
with electric fire. Lots of outdoor space with seating and BBQ.

For information on both properties, contact Kaz:

kjb @suffolktaxreturns.co.uk 07870680766




£5 minimum contribution (includes refills)

Sunday, sth July 2026: 3.00pm

St Andrew’s Church, Great Finborough

.... a superb way to spend a Sunday afternoon!//

***All welcome - regardless of age/singing voice
***Hymn books, musical accompaniment, Pimm’s...
...(lor non-alcoholic alternative) & nibbles provided

Please email your favourite hymn suggestions and the reason why
(optional) in advance to Sarah Jenkins, our Rector:

revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com

Buxhall Community Council

BURGER, BUN & BINGO

with cheese slice, onions, lettuce, tomato, ketchup,
mustard sauce and crisps

Buxhall Village Hall

Saturday 6" June 2026
at 7:00pm

Entry: Adult £5 Child £2.50

(6 games of Bingo £10.00)
Includes Raffle
Bring your own drinks, glasses and nibbles

Book your place by contacting
Mim and Keith Proctor: 01449 736598
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Great Finborough & Buxhall Under 5°s
\\u / i I

We're looking forward to a lively and engaging

few weeks at Great Finborough and Buxhall ,, )y

Under 5's, with a range of exciting themes wu a&.‘
including healthy eating, gardening, Father's Day, wildlife, recycling,
and preparing for our transition to school. Children will explore where
some of our healthy food comes from, even planting their own seeds
and visiting the allotments to meet June and discover what's growing
locally. We'll also learn about recycling, investigating what happens
to our rubbish and why it's important to care for our planet. Wildlife
week will be especially magical as we grow butterflies and watch them
transform and take flight in the flower meadow.

If you join us on Facebook, you can
follow our ‘Butterfly TV', watching the
caterpillars grow and sharing in the
moment when they flutter away into
the meadow. With sports day on the
horizon in July, we'll be decorating
T-shirts and practising our running and
sporting skills to make the day
memorable. For many, it's also time to
get ready for the big step of starting
school, so there's plenty to do and lots
of excitement ahead.

We're delighted to share that thanks to our fundraising efforts and
a generous donation from the gardening club, we now have a new
fence around our outdoor area. We've also invested in a water play
wall, complete with jugs and funnels, giving the children lots of
opportunities for creative play. A heartfelt thank you goes out to
everyone who has supported our fundraising events and to Simon
Waspe for his kind donation from the quiz night, we're glad to hear
Simon is on the mend.

If you have a child aged two to school age who would enjoy joining our
lively and friendly group, we're now taking bookings for September.

Cont.
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Please feel welcome to get in touch for a chat or to arrange a visit. All
four-year-olds are grant funded, and three-year-olds qualify the term
after their third birthday. Working parents may also be eligible for

two year old funding or extra hours above the standard 15, so do check
your eligibility on the government website.

Contact Delia and the team on 07513 140072 or email
gfbunderfive@gmail.com for more information.

We look forward to welcoming new faces and sharing our adventures
with you!

Delia and team

Cancer Research for Life

One in two people will get cancer in their lifetime. It's a sobering
thought. However, over the past 50 years research has helped double
the cancer survival rates in the UK. I know I'm not the only person in
Great Finborough to have lost family or friends to this terrible disease.

This year is the 20th anniversary of my own
cancer diagnosis and I am taking part, with

my youngest daughter, in the Cancer Research
UK Race for Life at Nowton Park,

Bury St Edmunds on 7th June. I wish to celebrate
the fact that I am still here (well, most of me is),
to remember those I have lost and to support
those currently on their own cancer journey.

If you feel able to sponsor me, the link to my

fundraising page is: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/mar-
ys-race-for-life-32746570811 or scan QR code. I can also accept cash
donations through my door at South Lodge (on the corner of the drive
to Finborough School).

Thank you.

Mary Preece
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